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Convention is a wrap.   Officers elected, 

Training completed, New rules and insurance cover-

age explained,  SLP reports given, International 

Trustees report delivered, Foundation giving oppor-

tunities offered, ELIMINATE launched, club ser-

vice projects compared and MOST important 

friendships renewed with fun for all.  

THANK YOU, Lewis-

town Kiwanis, for all 

your club’s hard 

work.   Well done! 
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Zip – the year is gone!   

      We didn’t achieve everything I had hoped for – but then if I ever do it means I 

have not set my sights high enough.  But it is better to focus on the good we did 

than what we did not do.  And we did an awful lot of good!  As I have said before, 

the things Montana Kiwanians do to make our communities better places to live 

and give kids a higher probability of achieving their potential is truly amazing.  To 

list them would take the whole K-Span (which perhaps we should do in a future 

issue.), Suffice it to say now that Montana would be much worse off without us.  

Everyone can take a pat on the back for their efforts. 
Among the accomplishments of the last year, I would include:  

        First and always foremost, although I do not have data to back it up, I feel that the level of service increased.  

As I write, we are ahead on membership numbers – probably not enough to survive the September drop as the records 

are cleaned up before dues are due.  However, we will again be close to a growth year and, with just a little more effort 

we can meet this goal in 2011-12.   We added a few SLPs during the year and are working on a number more, so I expect 
next year to be a banner year there.  The SLPs are the best thing we do, so expanding that area seems to me to be a must.  

Our Strategic Plan is in place which will, if used, add year-to-year continuity to our activities.  We have several commu-

nications paths in place – the K-Span, a Web Site, a Face book Page, a mass e-mail capability, and possibly a conference 

call capability – all of which should make getting the word out more effective.  And, finally, we laid the foundation for 

the Lap Montana for Kids District Wide Fundraiser.  If continued, the potential for funds and publicity here is quite im-

pressive.    In parting, I would offer two thoughts.   

First, thank you.  Thank you for selecting me to serve with you as District Governor.  I have personally grown a 

great deal because of the experience.  Thank you for all you do – from those who will never get the opportunity to offer 

their thanks in person.  Even though they may never even know what you have done, the recipients of your efforts live a 

better life because of you.  And thank you for the great example of the good a person can do! 
Second, I would leave a challenge.  While we tend to talk of Kiwanis Years for Presidents, Lt Governors and Gov-

ernors, that is really an artificial division.  There is no start or stop in our service.  One year melds into the next, hope-

fully without a break.  With that in mind, I would challenge Governor and Governor-elect Chuck to lead us along a con-

tinually improving path of service.  I would challenge the Lt Governors to stretch your clubs toward increased service 

through more members and a broader vision.  And to look for ways to expand the Kiwanis presence in your Division.  I 

would challenge the club Presidents to make it easy, effective, and efficient for your members to serve through your club.  

We must see Kiwanis through the eyes of the members.  We must offer the opportunity to serve that meets their needs if 

we are to gain and maintain active members.  Finally, I would challenge each member of the Kiwanis family to reach out 

a bit farther.  Take on one new project for the next year, be it starting a new club or SLP, becoming an SLP advisor, work-

ing on a project or fundraiser, setting aside funds for the 

Eliminate Project, or championing a new cause for Kiwanis to 

serve.  Plus bring in a new member.  If every member of the 

Kiwanis Family would meet this challenge as their situation, 

capabilities, and interest permits, what an increase in positive 

impact would result! 

 
I look forward to serving with you for years to 

come in Montana Kiwanis. 
 

Immediate Past Governor 

      Governor, Ed Mangis Message: 
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Governor Designate  

Chuck Rushing:  Glendive, Montana 

 October 1st is just around the corner and my year as Governor is already 

getting started with the momentum that tells me when I actually start my year I will 

be running.  

        I am looking  forward to visiting all of the clubs and helping all that I can. 

        I am asking the clubs that are struggling not to make any big  decisions until 

we have had a chance to work together to resolve any problems; the children need 

us to do our best, to step up and tighten our belts and roll up our sleeves and re-

member why we became Kiwanians.  In these times it is becoming harder to con-

centrate on all of the programs that are out there with all the need in the world. We 

need to pick our battles, win, and move on to the next project.  The children of the world need people like us to stand up 

for them. Without caring people like Kiwanis members they would starve, be abused, or even die due to disease. The 

children of the world and in our own neighborhoods are looking to us for guidance and help.  

  Our SLPs are doing a fantastic job in Growth, fundraising, and Projects that are helping the children and we are 

looking forward to the coming year. I am extremely proud of all of them. I am also proud they are  counted as part of the      

Montana District of Kiwanis. 

  As I said before, I am looking forward to working with all of you, and to the 2011-2012 fiscal year. We have a 

great team of officers and members willing to step up and do whatever needs to be done to serve the children of the 

world one child and one community at a time. 

 Remember it’s never to late to ELIMINATE. 

 Yours in service,  Chuck Rushing 

Who is Chuck Rushing? 

 My journey started in 1963 as a young man in Pacifica, California.  There I met a police officer named Don Joyce 

who was a Kiwanian.  Don introduced me to the work of Kiwanis.  In later years while in cub scouts, boy scouts and sea 

scouts, I helped the Kiwanis in several work projects and fundraisers.  As I grew, I gained a servant’s heart. Before and 

after the Army I worked in public service for about 30 years and when I retired, I began a new career in public service – I 

became a Kiwanian.  I joined Kiwanis in 2004 and immediately became Assistant Secretary/Treasurer for the Glendive 

Club.  Since that time I have been helping as Key Club advisor, worked with the BUG Program and the Backpack Pro-

gram. I have received many awards but most recently, I was a three-term distinguished Lt. Governor for Division 5, Lt. 

Governor of the Year for 07-08, Key Club Advisor of the Year and  received The Snell Award.  

 When my family moved to a newly incorporated city called Pacifica in June 1963, I meet my wife Tomi. We 

dated through high school and were married on Aug 28th in 1966 - the year we graduated. I was lucky to meet Tomi when 

I did because she turned my life around and may have even saved it. God gave us four great children but decided to take 

one back maybe for some other couple wanting children. We have two girls and a boy and are blessed with 14 grand chil-

dren and 13 great grand children and two more greats due before the end of the year. As a team, working together is the 

foundation for a happy family and growth, it is also the foundation for success in whatever you attempt.  I believe 

strongly in Kiwanis and its mission of helping children. 
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Dear Kiwanians of the Montana District: 

 

If we believe!!! 

    If only we believe, we can!!! 

 

   Those are words that I feel are very true. They apply to many things in life, and I certainly feel that are      
 apt to the Kiwanis need to have more members to deliver service and to reach more kids.  

• If, we believe we can find more of our friends, relatives, neighbors and associates who want to 
help others but haven’t been shown the way. More potential Kiwanians. However, we have to 
explain to them how Kiwanis can make them feel like “heroes” and how Kiwanis can lead them 
to help others. We have to ask them to join us. 

• If, we believe we can find a way to keep our current members more involved in our activities and 
more interested in the serving of our communities and our kids. If we believe we can reach out to 
those who are straying away and bring them back to our meetings and our projects. 

• If, we believe we can share the great camaraderie of Kiwanis functions with more of our Kiwanis 
friends and let them enjoy what we have all enjoyed at these meetings, conventions and service 
projects. 

•  If, we believe we can find a way to raise more funds to help us to assist more of the people in our 
communities and to help more kids have a better and more productive future. 

• If, we believe we can grow all our KFamily members and make our KFamilies more closely knit 
and more cohesive in meeting the Kiwanis family goals of changing the world. 

If we believe, WE CAN!!! 

I believe! Do You! 

To help your club in many aspects, please check out our new district website at: 

www.montana.kiwanisone.org  

 Glen Wheeler, Growth Chair 

 Montana District of Kiwanis 

 P.O. Box 923 

 Bonner MT 59823 

 Phone:  (406) 258-5458 

 Cell:  (406) 381-6346 

 Email:  gwheeler@wildblue.net 
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Convention, The Start and The Fun!! 

Article and photos by: Connie Weidell  Div 2 Lt Governor: 

If you missed the August convention, let me tell you something, you missed a lot of fun and excitement!   

Friday night we went out to the Jack’s hangar, oh what fun we had!  I have attached a lot of photos so that 
you could see what was in that hanger.  I think I got a picture of everything in that hanger.  We had a ice 

cream social, BEFORE dinner was served; dinner was 
prime rib or veggie lasagna.  It was a sit down service 
dinner.  Very very nice job Lewistown Kiwanis club put 
on.  As soon as the dinner began the music began, eve‐
ryone finished dinner and then WE HAD A KIWANIS 
DANCE!  Everyone knows I love to dance.  I was on as‐
signment to take the pictures with my new camera that 
I’d bought just to take pictures for the KSpan.  I kept 
telling people that we need more of these kind of con‐
ventions where we do get out and are able to socialize 
with our fellow Kiwanian.   

Once everyone was done with dinner, the  
music went to 50’s style music, let me tell you 
I’ve NEVER EVER seen a crowd come alive.  There 
were people getting up out of their chair and 
taking partners out and around the tables for a 
private dance.  Then the “twisters” came out in a 
50’s song.  Oh my what fun we had, inside of that 
hanger.                                                                    

Then all of a sudden that hangar door opened and there 
it was….. A beautiful sunset in Lewistown.  Oh man you 
missed it.  I took pictures for you to remember that; yes I 
did catch the sunset.  Oh what a beautiful sight!  People 
were still dancing on the floor of the hanger with a sun‐

set in the background.  Keep remembering I took 
the pictures. 
One fellow Kiwanian took me aside and said 

what are you doing with all those photo’s your 

taking, I said I’m taking the pictures for the K‐

span, he said come with me.               Continued       
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 Convention Fun Continued:      
  So I followed  him as he took me to outside of the 
men’s restroom, I thought to myself, “WHAT”?  He asked me if 
I’d seen the inside of the men’s restroom, again I said “WHAT”.  
He told me if I’d trust him, he would show me the inside of the 
men’s restroom.  Well you know me, I trust a Kiwanian, so he 
opens the men’s restroom and their it was….. Oh my….. It’s a 
wash sink, with all the junk a guy would want in a restroom.  
Quite the adventure.  Oh ladies you can quit laughing. 
 

 
Inside of the hangar they even had 50’s cooking equipment.  
Which impressed me, because I too have that same equip‐
ment at my house.  They had a milk separator.  Everyone 
couldn’t figure out what it was, I walked up and said; oh my 
that is a milk separator.  They were amazed that I knew what 
it was; I was raised on a farm, so we did milk cows. 

Our auction  items raised a little over $1,000.00 for the foundation. 
Thank you everyone for the auction items.  We do really appreciate 
those items.  I’d like to personally thank the Lewistown Kiwanis club for 
such a GREAT job in doing the conference. 
 Respectfully submitted, 
Connie Widell 
SkipofMontana@yahoo.com 
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Risk Management  - "LIQUOR LIABILITY"  
 
  
 In past years, Liquor Liability was "Excluded", or NOT COVERED by the Kiwanis General Li-
ability Insurance program.   
GOOD NEWS...This changed for the new policy year 11/01/2010 going forward.  Since "Liquor Li-
ability" is now included in the Kiwanis Insurance program, your Club you can now responsibly sell 
Beer & Wine at a Fundraising event with the appropriate State of Montana permit.  YOU MUST 
HAVE THE LEGAL PERMIT, or Insurance does not apply!  
  
   * A Kiwanis Club must first quality as 501(c)3 and/or 501(C)4.  If you are not legally registered         
as a Non-profit, you are out of luck!  

   * You will need to secure State permit ("Montana Application for Special Permit to sell Beer & Ta-
ble Wine") from the MT Dept. of Revenue / Liquor Control Division.  

    * Your application must be signed-off by local Law Enforcement (Police or Sheriff) to approve 
the event.  
    * The cost is $10.00 per day, not to exceed 10 days for a multi-day event. 
    * A 501(c)3 organization can have a maximum of 3 permits per Year. A 501(C)4 a maximum of 
12 per Year. 
    * There is no provision or option for the sale of HARD LIQUOR; so don't go there! 
    * Send check with application to Montana Dept of Revenue  - Allow minimum 10 days process 
time.  
    * Must be approved by Montana Dept. of Revenue/Liquor Control Division, who will send you a 
permit. 
    * With approved Permit in hand; I am told you can contact your local Beer/Wine Dealer to pur-
chase Beer & Wine at wholesale cost. 
  
Shelly Clinch, Management Officer  
Kiwanis Risk Manager - Montana District  

Montana Dept. of Revenue / Liquor Control Division 
P.O. Box 1712 
Helena, MT  59624-1712 
PH  (406) 444-4324  
FAX(406) 444-0718  
sclinch@mt.gov 
 
" LIQUOR LIABILITY" provides Insurance coverage for Defense and Settlement costs for a claim 
where the Club's is legally liable due to negligent action in the sale of Beer or Wine that was the 
proximate cause of injury.  
    * In 2008 an estimated 11,773 people were killed in the USA in alcohol impaired driving crashes 
   * Nearly 1/4 of all alcohol-impaired fatalities involved impaired drivers between the ages of 25 
and 34. 
   * Men compromise about 83% of all alcohol impaired drivers involved in fatal crashes. 
   * Folks: You can blow .08 BAC having consumed about 3 drinks in 1 hour! 
Continued on the next page: 
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"LIQUOR LIABILITY"  
  Continued: 

CAUSES OF LEGAL ACTION RESULTING IN A CLAIM:  
- Server did not make a reasonable attempt to determine age resulting in serving a minor. 
- Knew or should have known consumer was intoxicated. 
- Served a known abuser. 
- Vendor forced or coerced the consumption (Drinking games). 
- Fraud - Told the consumer that the beverage contained no or lite alcohol. 
    
Example: a person is over-served, and ... 
1. A drunk starts a fight, injuring another patron.    
2. Gets in a car, puts it in D instead of R and crashes into the bar, injuring patrons.  
3. Results in alcohol poisoning or other personal medical problem.                                              
4. Gets in a car accident driving home and injures themselves or a 3rd party.   

Example: A Minor on Fake I.D. killed another driver. The MT Liquor Liability claim resulted in a 
$3,000,000 settlement against the a bar.  

 Kiwanis International would prefer that you serve food & beer or wine such as or Spaghetti Sup-
per with wine or Beer & Brats Tailgate would be a responsible fundraising event. International 
would probably frown on a rock concert or kegger event!  

 With this new opportunity comes new responsibilities. Bear in mind that Bar/Tavern owners 
have many business controls in place to I.D. patrons, provide security, bartender training pro-
grams, free taxi rides home programs etc., to avoid & prevent the occurrence of Liquor Liabil-
ity claims. Responsible bar owners do not allow bartenders to drink on the job to ensure their good 
judgment.  
 
In researching this matter; I spoke to a local lawyer, Dept of revenue/ Liquor Control Shelly Clinch, 
Miles City Beer wholesaler and cleared this with Lisa Heindricks at Kiwanis International on 
2/24/2011.   

 Prudent Risk Management suggest the Club develop a written business plan for new events involv-
ing the sale of Beer or Wine.  Who, What, When & Where analysis including Safety precautions, 
Security and securing cash money. As a District Risk Manager, I am happy to review plans with 
your Club.   

Feel free to call me or have Clubs call me with their questions.  
  

John S. Menyhart, CIC  
Risk Manager - Montana District of Kiwanis   

Ofc (406)234-0280  
FAX (406)234-7107 
Cell (406)951-3509 
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Greetings    from  

Kiwanis International! 

 

End of term 

    With just one month remaining in the 2010-11 Kiwanis year, please be sure to tie up any loose ends with the clubs in your district. 

1.    Have the clubs submitted banner patch request forms for YCPO? Remember, clubs can submit their report at any time through-
out the year, but patches are sent only once in October for the previous year. 

2.    Speaking of banner patches, clubs can also submit requests for patches for Read Around the World and Kiwanis One Day. 

3.    If you are not returning next year as the YCPO district chairman, make a point to schedule a meeting to go over the duties and 
responsibilities with next year’s chairman. And THANK YOU for your dedication and service to YCPO. 

Planning for next year 

For those of you who are returning to serve as the chairman for 2011-12, now is the time to get your calendar out and begin planning 
for next year. Will you develop a regular way to communicate with the clubs in your district? Can you meet with and/or phone the lieu-
tenant governors? What district and/or regional meetings will you attend? What are your governor’s expectations? Please contact me 
at any time and we can discuss this more. Also, soon a Webinar will be provided to go over district chairman duties. Stay tuned. 

Become a jolly good Zeller Fellow 
 
Who knew 25 Canadian silver dollars could launch a multi-million dollar organization that now underwrites life-altering worldwide ser-
vice projects? Walter Zeller must have, for it was his gift in 1940 that started the Kiwanis International Foundation. And it’s going to 
take forward-thinking people and gifts like Walter’s to raise the US$110 million needed to protect and save mothers and babies 
around the world. 
 
The founder of the Zellers chain of thrift stores, Walter gave much of his time to service and philanthropy. To honor his commitment, 
the foundation has created the Walter Zeller Fellowship, only for The Eliminate Project: Kiwanis eliminating maternal and neonatal 
tetanus.   

Make a one-time gift or two-year consecutive pledge of US$1,250 and you’ll become a Walter Zeller Fellow. You’ll receive a special 
medallion, lapel pin and certificate. And when you donate in full before September 30 (either online or by mail or fax), you’ll be recog-
nized as a Charter Zeller Fellow. Learn more about this extraordinary man and take steps to join him by making your pledge at 
www.TheEliminateProject.org/give. 

Last chance to add your comment 

Planning is underway for the Service Leadership Conference. The 2011-12 YCPO district chairmen are invited to attend to receive 
training and education plus network and learn from the SLP administrators. The conference is in Indianapolis, January 19-22, 2012. 
What would make this conference valuable? What are your learning objectives? Let me know! 

Project idea 

Recently, I read about a report released by Feeding America, a network of 200 food banks and the largest hunger charity in the coun-
try. It really left an impact on me. This morning, I woke my children, fed them nutritious food, packed a wonderful lunch full of healthy 
items for Katherine and absolutely knew my son, Cort, is going to eat well today at daycare. Their tummies will be full so they can be 
happy, content, and grow. They are ready to learn. 

This report states that as many as 17 million children in the United States are struggling with what is known as food insecurity. To put 
it another way, one in four children in the country is living without consistent access to enough nutritious food to live a healthy life, 
according to the study, "Map the Meal Child Food Insecurity 2011." 

What can you do? Contact your local food pantry and find out how you can help. Work with your schools to see if they need assis-
tance in the cafeteria while they offer free lunch for kids on the weekends (when often kids skip meals). Plant and maintain a vegeta-
ble garden for the community. Here are other ideas. 

"America is the richest country in the world. And yet tonight, thousands of your neighbors will go to bed hungry. It may be your child's 
schoolmate who is undernourished and has difficulty learning on an empty stomach. Or it could be a co-worker, a working mother 
whose low-wage job doesn't make ends meet. Perhaps it's an elderly neighbor who has to make a decision whether to delay filling a 
prescription or buying groceries. The faces of hunger are as broad as the faces of America."        ~ David Nasby, General Mills                        
 From:  Elizabeth Warren <ewarren@kiwanis.org>         Contact Elizabeth for more information. 
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Riverside Builders Club - A Great Year - Great Future 

      

   The Riverside Builders Club had more than 25 differ-
ent activities and projects for the 2010-11 year. The 
membership drive started September 20, and totaled 
100 students. With those numbers and positive en-
ergy, some of the projects were:     Two hundred plus 
sandwiches were made monthly for the Salvation 
Army Community Table Van.  Water and snacks were 
provided for after school homework students. 
(H.O.T.S.)  One hundred dollars was collected to pay 
an African bicycle repairman’s salary for 4 months. 
Recycling was continued for the school with $640 do-
nated by the Billings Realtors Association.   The Walk 
Out of Darkness to help suicide prevention was com-
pleted. Box tops for education were collected. Help for 
the Big Sky Craft Show and Gem and Mineral Show 
was provided. The Newman School planter was re-
done. Help with Howl-O-ween at the Zoo was fun. 
Forty-five Operation Christmas Child Shoe Boxes were 
filled and shipped.. Candy canes were sold to help a 
student who lost his home to fire. Worked the food 
bank at Christmas and at end of year. Raised money to 
feed rescued horses and support the Zoo. Supervised 
games to raise money for former student with cancer. 
Worked Global Youth Services Day at Lake Elmo State 
Park. Collected new or gently used school supplies at 
the end of the year for angel fund for students in need. 

     The 8th graders are off to Key Clubs in High Schools 
and the 7th graders are looking forward to the 8th grade 
and another year of helping the community from Riv-
erside Builders Club. 
Report By : Everett Jones & Cynthia Jessee,        
 Billings Village  G/K 

 Photo 1:  Painting the dock Lake Elmo State 
Park with the Montana Conservation Corps and 
United Way Youth. Global Youth Service Day  

Photo 2:  Operation Christmas Child, Riverside 
Builders Club faculty, staff, and friends of RMS 
put together over 50 shoeboxes for the year No-
vember 2010 
 
Photo 3: Dec 10 -Ten to twelve Builders Club 
members volunteer to make over 200 sandwiches 
monthly for the Salvation Army Community Ta-
ble Van.. 

1 

2 

3 
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Service is the name of the game. 

 Silver Bow Kiwanis  has been busy this fall with community service.     

4 to 6 members have taken tickets at the home games  for the Montana Tech 

Oredigger Football games. A great way to serve the community and work with 

our CKI members. You get refreshments and free admittance to the game.  A 

win win for everyone.                                                                   

This is a six game commitment for the fall. 

 Silver Bow Kiwanis may be considered 

“late” for the “Kiwanis One Day” service project. However,  we have tried 

it in the spring and have found much better participation from our  Ki-

wanis Family  members and the community if we hold it in the fall.    On 

Sept 10th we organized a 3 mile cleanup of our roads and streets around  

Clarks Park in Butte.                     

 Participation was 

great with over 45 people 

involved.  Burgers, Hot-

dogs, Chips and liquid refreshments were provided after the 

event from Noon to 1:30. With the great turnout and the route 

divided into sections the total cleanup took about 2 :15 min per 

team.  Special thanks to Jack Hanley 

for his organizing skills and his ability 

to get pre- event media coverage.   

     Division 3 

Mike Miller 

Lt Governor, Division 3 
Sunset at the game! — added benefit , the view 



 

12 

 The Golden K helped with The Center for Children and Families 1st fundraiser 

Dream Beds for Kids held at Rimrock Mall September 1-11. The club built a smurf theme 

bed which proved to be very popular. Approximately $10,000 was raised raffling off 9 

different beds for kids. Special thanks to members Jackie Goller-Willis, Ellen Smith, Kelly 

Walker, Mary Burst, and Charlie Reed for helping sell raffle tickets and to Scott and Katie 

Burst for helping Joe Burst build the Smurf Bed. The funds raised will help the programs 

of The Center of which Forever Families is now a part of. The Center for Children and 

Families is a merger of community agencies that works to ensure the safety, well-being 

and permanency of children and youth while strengthening families. Thank You Golden K 

Kiwanis.  

 

For more information on The 

Center for Children and Fami-

lies please go to 

www.forfamilies.org . You can 

also find them on facebook at 

www.facebook.com/forfamilies 

where you can see all of the 

great beds that were given 

away. 

Reported By:   Joe Burst, 

Billings Village  G/K 

Sam Thomas 

Lt Governor, Division 4 

Division 4 

 

More From 

Convention 
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Bozeman:    The Bozeman club recently held a garage sale to benefit the ELIMI-
NATE Project that brought in just about $300.  Our next project is to partner with the 
Rotary Club in their annual Fix-Up Festival.  We are sponsoring a home, and a team 
from Kiwanis will go in and do much needed repairs.  The homes are of elderly folks in 
our community that might not be able to get the repairs done otherwise.  This will take 
place in September.  We have the Stuff-a-Bus Program that is collecting much needed 
clothing for anyone and everyone in our community.  The clothes are free, but if there 
are other needs, the families receive a voucher to the Community Thrift Store for 
household items at no cost.  Last year we were busy almost daily, we started the pro-
ject in October.  This year we got a head start on it and we literally have a 2000sq ft 
space filled with clothing.  The monetary donations coming in from the community go 
toward purchasing items that we do not receive, such as boots and shoes or mittens and 
hats.  Mountain West Bank has also partnered with our club and are a drop off location 
as well as they are airing radio ads.  Our annual pancake breakfast, "Cakes-for-Kids" is 

coming up in December and the plans and preparation are already underway for that!  We have a busy & exciting time 
coming up!  We are on for our October 3rd Induction Ceremony and excited for the incoming officers! 
 
Headwaters:  Headwaters Kiwanis of Three Forks would like to honor a special member for his dedicated service to 

our club, and our community.  Geoff D’Atri joined our club in February of this year, and in his short tenure he accom-

plished much.  Where ever Geoff saw a need either for children, the community or the club, he would bring his ideas to 

club meetings and ask if we would support his efforts.  

He wanted a Kiwanis sign erected so the community would know we had an active club.  He saw a need for new bleach-

ers and repairs to the dugouts at the Tom Bertagnolli Park.  Geoff met with Mayor Townsend and members of the 

Bertagnolli family many times to better understand possible ways to fund the repairs.  And because of his efforts the 

park will now receive new bleachers and Headwaters Kiwanis members will paint the dugouts and put up plaques honor-

ing Geoff for his service and vision of what could be. 

Geoff did all this while battling a strange disease that modern medicine was unable to fully diagnose.  Because of the 

sores on his face he had to stay covered up when in the direct sunlight, as he did when he came to help during our BBQ 

fundraiser this spring during the Wild Horse Drive down Main Street of Three Forks.  Even at the risk of feeling bad for 

days after he came to help.  This was Geoff’s nature, and we were blessed to have his knowledge and drive to help accom-

plish needed service in the Three Forks community. 

Geoff passed away on Monday August 29th after meeting with his Doctors in Bozeman one last time to try and under-

stand what was happening to his body.  Through all of his trials Geoff remained positive, and always wanted to feel like 

whatever time he had left, would be productive time in trying to make a positive difference for others. 

We Thank You Geoff for working to make us a better service Club, and for embracing Kiwanis as a way to help provide 

service for our community and the children who live, play and attend school here. 

Headwaters Kiwanis Club also plans to make a donation to the Montana Kiwanis Foundation in honor of Geoff.  

Livingston:  Our club is gearing up for our Annual Elliott's of Montana Fundraiser. Elliott's of Montana make cookie 
dough, brownie mix, etc., in Fort Benton, MT, and our club sells the products to raise money for our 2 yearly scholar-
ships we award.   

We set up a Kiwanis booth at the Livingston Farmers Market, to promote our club and sell our Elliott's of Montana, and 
our leftover peanuts from our last fundraiser. 

We have adopted a 2 mile stretch of Highway 89 for Road Clean-up.  We clean up the highway every May and October. 

Livingston Officer installation will be Oct 5th,  Noon at the Livingston public Library. 

John Hickey 

Division 6 
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   Division 9 News 

   With summer at an end, the Kiwanis Clubs in Helena have put 
away their grills and utensils for another season.  The Boulder Satellite 
Club and the Last Chance Kiwanis Clubs’ main fundraisers are booths at 
the Jefferson and Lewis & Clark County Fairs, respectively.  They served-
up some mighty fine eats as evidenced by repeat customers!  The Down-
town Kiwanis Club, and the Helena Kiwanis Club, both pitched-in to help 
the small (though energetic!) Boulder Satellite Club, standing alongside 
them turning brats and dogs over a hot grill on a very warm day!  The 
Prez-Elect of the Helena KC was the unofficial “caller” at this booth, exer-

cising absolutely no restraint nor exhibiting any shame in beckoning grannies and grandpas, cow-
boys and cowgirls – and anyone else who would listen! – to the Kiwanis booth to try its wares!  
And of course Pres. Wayne Schaff of the Downtown Club, in the finest Kiwanis tradition, only 
egged Tom on.  (Mr. Cordingley – you were a hoot!)  The second best part of this “interclub” was 
working side by side of Kiwanians from another club.  That’s the best way to get to know anyone, 
isn’t it?  The very best part of this deal was helping the Boulder Satellite Club, in turn, help the 
children of Boulder, Montana – hands down! 

     Division 9’s ad hoc planning committee for “Lap Montana” – which goes by other names includ-
ing Kiwanis Fall Day – has met twice in planning this fall’s BIG event – Governor Ed’s brainchild.  
What’s exciting is the buy-in we have with the Circle K Club of Carroll College – a club which is on 
the edge of having an exceedingly good year under the leadership of Prez. Whitney Miller and her 
capable staff!  (Immediate Past Prez. and native Montanan Matt Hartman – whom someday may 
be your family physician – along with his fine officer corps, rocketed the Carroll Circle K Club into 
a very successful year which witnessed incredible re-building!)  But back to Whitney!   The Carroll 
Circle K is not only coming forward in this Kiwanis Family event in a big way – they are likely to 

bring-along some other clubs at Carroll which are also looking for – and looking towards Circle K 
on campus - for good service opportunities.  The strength of this committee is the buy-in from all 
of Division 9’s Kiwanis Clubs, and the enthusiastic support of the sponsored Service Leadership 

Program clubs (Circle K and others) and their Kiwanis Advisors in making this happen in Helena, 
Montana!  

Chuck Amdahl 

Lt Governor, Division 9 

Division 8 News 
 

 This was a picture of a combined fundraiser our Libby Club had with the Elks 
Lodge to raise funds for new 
play equipment for Fireman's 
Park.  

We raised $800.00 on our 
spaghetti dinner plus $300.00 
from the Elks, and $500 from 
the Montana Kiwanis Founda-
tion for a total of $1600.00.   

Pictured are Pam Peppenger 
Division 8 Lt. Gov., Donna 
Hall President of the Libby 

Club and Exalted Ruler of Elks Lodge #2231, Robin Benson 
and Peggy Williams from the City Council and Bob Malyvac 
from the Elks. 

Pam Peppenger 

Lt Governor, Division 8 
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Montana District Governor,  Emily Cross, U of M  Missoula 

 

 

Now that all members have returned from summer and settled back into college-mode, the 2011 Fall 
Leadership Training Conference has officially kicked off the service year for Montana's Circle K In-
ternational!  FLTC was held September 24th on Missoula's University of Montana campus and in-
cluded presentations on membership growth strategies, K-Family relations, and ICON and LSSP.  In 
addition, the conference hosted two guest speakers: Richard Drake, a UM professor of history who 
spoke about leadership skills, and the Montana Kiwanis Governor Designate, Chuck Rushing.  A 
strong emphasis was placed on working within the K-Family, so the CKI members were fortunate to 
have several members of Kiwanis present as well as the 
Key Club governor, Blake Ladenburg.  Four of Montana's 
six CKI clubs were represented at FLTC, and they all re-
ported that they are putting time into membership re-
cruitment and have already begun planning and imple-
menting several service projects.  In addition, attendees 
expressed interest in working on the Kiwanis LM4K pro-
ject and perhaps holding a district-wide K-Family event 
in the spring.  If Montana's CKI members maintain the 
level of commitment to service and leadership exhibited 
at FLTC, it is certainly going to be a great year! 
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One million Kiwanis Members by 2015 

Lewistown Mt  Aug 19-21, 2011 

Attendance Total    97 

Total Delegates    58 

Clubs in the District   43 

Clubs at convention   22 

Lt Governors present   6 

Total Past Governors 23 

Past Governors present  11 

Election of officers: 

Governor– Chuck Rushing 

Governor Elect—Chuck Amdahl 

Past Governor—Ed Mangis 

Secretary—Mary Brydich 

Treasurer—Mary Brydich 

By Law Change: 

District Dues increased $10.00 to 
total of $40.00  Passed by 95% yes 

 

Joni Hauber———————————-Miles City 

Linda Payne—–—————————-—Glendive 

Lauri Tokerud———–——————-——Shelby 

Judy Waring————————————-—Butte 

Richard Douglass———————————Butte 

Sandy Bowen——————————-- Anaconda 

Donna Clark-Graham——————-Anaconda 

Debra Cuny——————–————---Anaconda 

Jan Stergar————————————Anaconda 

Billy Crittenden—————–-————Missoula 

Kari Jones————————Missoula Sentinel 

William War——–——————————Helena 

Sidney Rispens——————————-  -Helena 

Cody Grove ————————————– Polson 

Charles Bertsch———————————Polson 

Cody Oxarart———————————--Glasgow 

Bethanie Keim———————————Glasgow 

Lynette Badger—————————-—-Missoula 

 

Growth is everyone's responsibility.               

All the resources you will need to help you help your club grow is 

available on line at: 

http://www.kiwanisone.org/Pages/Resources/default.aspx?PageID=184 
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The K Span, 3003   Amherst,  Butte,  Montana 59701 

Publisher—MT District of Kiwanis, Ed Mangis, Governor,                                                                            

c/o District Secretary Mary Brydich 406-388-4175                                                                                    

Editor—Roger Baker: Telephone: 406- 490-7955;   Email: mdkroger@bresnan.net 

The KSpan is an online publication published six (6) times a year covering Kiwanis activities for the period in which it 

is published. It is presented online in the even calendar months  no later than the 15th of the of the calendar month. 

Deadlines for the issue are the 15th of the month in the even  calendar month preceding publication in the odd calen-

dar month issue.  The KSpan is published and available online at <www.mtkiwanis.com/kspan> for the use of 

Kiwanis and those interested in Kiwanis efforts. All articles appearing in KSpan are for use publicly and can be re-

printed without any further permissions.  For display advertising, please contact the office or email your request to 

the office with responsible party’s name, address, and telephone number. If possible, advertising will be proofed prior 

to publication.  A rate card is available as well as other information on request.                                                       
KSpan always appreciates your mail and comments. They are continually encouraged and we ask you sign your letters.  

OPINIONS EXPRESSED HEREIN BY COLUMNISTS, WRITERS, AND GUEST EDITORIAL WRITERS DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT 

THE VIEWS OF KIWANIS, THE PUBLISHER, EDITOR, STAFF OR MANAGEMENT OF K-SPAN, KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL, OR ANY   

AFFILIATE .                     PHOTOGRAPHY: ROGER BAKER AND OTHER CONTRIBUTORS,  AS INDICATED 

Important Dates for MT Kiwanis:  

Key Club Youth Conference - November 9-12, 2011 (Hampton - Great Falls) 

        District Board Meeting - Saturday, November 12, 2011 

Montana Circle K DCON -  February 17-19, 2012 (Billings) 

Mid-Winter Conference - February 24-26, 2012 (Homewood Suites - Bozeman) 
Club Officer Training, February 24 

International President and member of the Tombstone Club, Alan Penn, will attend. 

Key Club DCON - March 4, 5, 6, 2012 (Holiday Inn - Billings) 

Kiwanis International Convention - June 28-July 1, 2012 (New Orleans)  

Western Canada Joint Convention - August 10-12, 2012 (Medicine Hat) 

Kiwanis International Convention - June 26-30, 2013 (Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada) 

 

 

 

Contact Dave Curry to arrange  a pro-

gram for your club about our new World 

Service Project , Eliminate. 

dave.curry@bresnan.net                  

Phone: 406-723-8067 

2011-2012  District Directory coming soon to our web site and the Oct Nov issue of the Kspan. 


