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Hana (Baker) Ciembronowicz is your new K-Span Newsletter Editor.  She assists with the official district web page, 
Facebook, and Twitter accounts.  She is the daughter of Roger Baker (Past District Secretary / Current Administrative 
Secretary) and Marcia Baker (Past Montana District Kiwanis Foundation President).  Hana herself is a past Key Club 

member, a past Governor of the Montana District of CKI, and served behind the scenes from Past Governors Paul Vang 
(91-92) through Dave Curry (99-00) with many of those years as MT District Administrative Secretary.  She is a member of 

the Tombstone, Virginia City Kiwanis Club.  You can contact her at:   Kspan@email.com  or  720-498-5952 
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Gov. Alida Wright  
Welcome Alida 

Greetings Kiwanians and welcome to the most exciting year in the history of the Montana District of 
Kiwanis!!   

Remember, we are a global organization of volunteers dedicated to improving the world one child and 
one community at a time.  We’re celebrating a number of really dynamite events and occasions this 
year.  This is, for starters, the 100th anniversary year for Kiwanis International.  Imagine!  We’ve been 
providing service to kids and communities for the past hundred years and have spread that service 
across the entire world with a growing international Kiwanis family.  We are well on the way to 
completion of our commitment to eliminate maternal and neonatal tetanus (MNT) this year, saving 
the lives of moms and babies across the world.  The disease was once referred to as the 7 day death, 
causing excruciating pain through debilitating muscular contractions followed by certain death for the 
babies and most mothers who contract the virus.  This is the second of our major world-wide service 
projects in partnership with UNICEF, the first being the elimination of Iodine Deficiency Disorder.  For 
$1.80 per mother we can eliminate tetanus for the mom and her future babies.  If you haven’t bought 
into the EliMiNaTe project prior to 2015, this is a really good time to get after it!  Those babies and 
moms need your support. 

This year we are also basking in the largess of Kiwanis International through our new membership 
growth project, The Formula.  We’ve been granted funding for people and projects to help increase 
membership, grow clubs and bolster those clubs that are struggling.  Across the state we have teams 
of club openers and club counselors to help with membership growth and renewal in our clubs and 
communities.  Love it. Share it. Live it. We love our clubs and our Kiwanis experience.  We share it with 
others and encourage them to share it with us.  Then, we continue to live the Kiwanis experience in 
our communities, the state and our world.  I might suggest that if each of us were to invite and 
encourage membership of one new Kiwanian this year we might grow to levels heretofore not realized 
in this District.  If we lose a member we might want to find a replacement immediately, if not sooner!  
Why’d they go and what can we do about it?  Check with your Formula people if you’d like help with 
your club’s struggles. 

This would really be a good year to sponsor and participate with Service Leadership Programs (K-Kids, 
Builders Club, Key Club, Circle K, Aktion Club) if you haven’t to date.  Joining their activities is one of 
the most rewarding experiences of being a member of the Kiwanis family.  Our younger family 
members are such fun to watch because they’re absolutely on fire to get service projects 
accomplished in their communities.  We need to do what we can to participate with them if we want 
to more fully love it, share it and live it!  Sponsoring a BUGs project in an elementary school is equally 
rewarding and many of those littles grow up to become bigs in Builders and Key clubs and even Circle 
K at the college level.  We have folks in the state Formula team, your division Lieutenant Governors 
and at Kiwanis International who will help with the nuts, bolts and paperwork.  This is an experience 
you won’t want to miss.  Sort of like Kiwanis itself.  The more you become involved, the more you want 
to become involved… LOVE IT, SHARE IT, LIVE IT!! 

Welcome to your Montana District in this Kiwanis International 100th anniversary year.   

Alida Wright 
Montana District Governor 
2014-2015 

PS: I would like to be notified of your upcoming service 
projects so that I might participate with you.  If I can get 
there, I will, because I’d rather help than just attend a 
meeting and I’d like to visit all of your clubs this year. 

 





The Montana District Convention 
House of Delegates was called to order 
by  Governor Mike Miller on August 9, 
2014 at 2:57 p.m. 
  

Ron Schafer presented the report on 
the Foundation.  The outgoing board 
members are:  Mark Cappis, Keith 
Maristuen and Ron Schafer 
The incoming foundation members 
are:  John Hickey (Bozeman), Keith 
Maristuen (Havre) and Mark Cappis 
(Great Falls).   Foundation Board 
approved appointment of Dan Dickman 
to replace Alida Wright as she moves 
into the District Governor position.   
The following foundation positions are 
now held: 
• President – Howard Skjervem 
• Vice Chair – Alan Loendorf 
• Secretary/Treasurer – Jean Steele 
 The Foundation approved a $3,000 
grant to Kalispell Lodge.  The 
delegation congratulated Ron Schafer 
and Dick Biggerstaff for their service.   
  

K’Lynn Sloan Harris and Howard 
Skjervem reported 23 delegates and 18 
delegates at large for a total of 41 
delegates with 23 clubs present.   

The following individuals were selected 
by their divisions and elected to serve 
as Lt. Gov. for the 2014-2015 year: 
• Division 1   Michelle Wheeler 
• Division 2   Lorraine Jacobs 
• Division 3  Jim Greene 
• Division 4  Bob Keene 

• Division 5  Chuck Rushing 
• Division 6  Amber Guth 
• Division 7  Charles Wilson 
• Division 8  Barbara Monaco 
• Division 9  K’Lynn Sloan Harris 
• District Governor – Alida Wright  
• District Gov. Elect – William “Bill” 

Jones 
                         

Kiwanis License Plates  
A committee was formed to present a 
complete proposal with license plate 
designs and funding.  This will be 
discussed at Mid-Winter with hopes to 
present it to the House of Delegates in 
August. 

  

Joint Convention with PNW and WC 
Proposed and discussed a joint 
convention in August 2018 with PNW, 
Western Canada and Montana with a 
targeted site of Spokane.  This passed 
and must also pass the PNW House of 
Delegates to become a reality. 

Insurance   
At the International Convention the 
House of Delegates moved to approve 
Board & Directors Insurance for all 
clubs.  This will also cover SLP boards 
and foundation boards.  Cost is $4 and 
will become effective November 1.  
Clubs can pay this insurance fee from 
their service accounts. 

Club By-Laws  
Due Sept. 30, 2014. 

Revised Kspan Survey  
Click          to see the results 

  
 

As it was a joint convention, 
immediately following the House of 
Delegates, there was an installation of 
Lt Governors and Secretary/Treasurer 
by Past Governor Ron Schafer.  
Governor Elect Bill Jones was installed 
by International Trustee Oskar 
Guojonsson immediately following the 
Prayer Breakfast on Sunday, August 10. 
 

Who Stole The 
Kiwanis Bell 

At the hospitality suite, a bet 
was made on who could 
liberate a Kiwanis Bell.  The 
Kiwanis Club of Edmonton 
(Downtown) took up the 
challenge and absconded with 
the Montana District Bell.  An 
EliMiNaTe reward was settled 
and the bell returned.  
However, a WANTED poster 
was made so we can 
remember this hombre at the 
next joint convention.  We in 
the Montana District have long 
memories. 
 

Silent Auction 
raised 

 $1,516 US for  
Tumbleweeds & 
Forever Families 



If we judge a successful speaker by the most social media 
shared story, it would be the Tiernan Irish Dancers who 
visited Sunrise Butte Kiwanis. The Tiernan Irish Dancers are a 
traditional Irish step-dancing school and performance group. 
The dancers range in age from 4-18 years. To book a show in: 
• Butte, please call 406-565-2132 or email  

buttetiernan@yahoo.com  
• Helena, please call 406-475-3722 or email 

helenatiernan@gmail.com. 
 
Even if you aren’t in Butte 
 or Helena, perhaps there 
 are ethnic or folk dancers 
 in your area. 

This is a project in which any individual Kiwanian or club can 
participate up to October 31st.   Two members of the 
Tombstone Kiwanis Club are collecting Christmas Cards for 
the 525th Joint Task Force (mostly Army) to distribute to the 
deployed through the chaplaincy.  The only restriction is that 
cards must be generally positive and unsealed to check for 
contraband substances.  If you would like to participate, you 
can contact:  Hana Ciembronowicz at Kspan@email.com or 
Roger Baker at mdkroger@bresnan.net 

 

Kiwanis peanuts? Kiwanis has peanuts? Yes they do and they can be a great fundraiser. Since 1951 Kiwanis clubs have raised 
nearly 73 million dollars for their clubs. The Billings Golden K Kiwanis has participated in peanut day for many years and we 
have consistently ranked in the top 25 highest selling clubs across the country netting around $13,000 each year.  

Kiwanis has a peanut day. Yes they do. The program started in Chicago with 8 clubs participating. The actual day for the clubs in 
Chicago is in September (this year it was September 26th) each year but clubs can establish their own particular day and 
control how they utilize the opportunity to participate. Kiwanis peanuts are exclusively for Kiwanis Clubs and the program is 
operated by Kiwanis Peanut Day Inc. A not for profit committee of active Kiwanians in the Illinois-Eastern Iowa Kiwanis District. 
They offer a variety of products as well as items clubs can purchase to get started. They also have a free Fund Raising starter kit 
and tips for success.  

Here is how we operate our Kiwanis Peanut Day. We order the shelled roasted peanuts that come in 1/4 ounce bags. They say 
Kiwanis Peanut Day and Thank You. On the back is a listing of typical Kiwanis projects. There are 100 bags in a carton. The cost 
is $18 per carton and shipping is free if you order 52 cartons or more. We set our day and typically order around 100 cartons.  

Over the years we have developed a pretty extensive list of people and businesses that receive a letter from the club president 
announcing Kiwanis Peanut Day and how the money we raise goes toward programs to benefit children and programs in the 
community. The letter ask them to help sponsor peanut day by purchasing a case of peanuts for $60. People are offered the 
option of keeping the peanuts or they can donate them back to us which is what we use to hand out on peanut day. 
Approximately half give us back the peanuts and it is not uncommon for businesses to give us more then the $60 we request. 
These letters are followed up by a personal visit or phone call from our members. Member participation is key to success.  

Next we start work preparing for the day. We get permission to hold the event in front of a particular location, typically a 
grocery store or other venue with a lot of foot traffic. We have 5 grocery stores that let us do this. We then develop a sign up 
list showing store location, entrance to work and shift. For instance Wal-Mart has 3 entrances. We try to have 2 people at each 
entrance and our shifts run from 8AM until 10:30 and the 2nd shift runs from 10:30 until 1:30. We also have people set up in 
an office to count money, a runner to make sure each area is supplied and to pick up money for counting as the day 
progresses. Each person wears a bright red Kiwanis Peanut Day vest and holds a collection can both available from the Kiwanis 
Peanut Day website. Everyone has their own style for approaching people but most just ask if they would like some Kiwanis 
peanuts and do not ask for a donation but the collection can is always held in sight. Many give and some don't; some take the 
peanuts and some don't but give a donation anyway. Our members have fun and enjoy getting the opportunity to answer 
questions or accept praise about Kiwanis in the community. Typically the day nets us around $4,000 to $5000 from the stores.  

Finally we make sure to thank our sponsors and community for helping us serve the children of the world. For more 
information about Peanut Day please go to www.kiwanispeanutday.com you can also contact Joe Burst at joeburst@gmail.com 
for questions about the Billings Golden K peanut day. 

mailto:Kspan@email.com
mailto:mdkroger@bresnan.net
http://www.kiwanispeanutday.com/
mailto:joeburst@gmail.com


Spiritual Aims 

Fall, What A Season! 

Steve Bostrom attends the Helena Kiwanis Club and serves as 

our State Chaplain.  Steve is a descendant of Swedish 

homesteaders, husband of Via (38 years), father of eight (he 

and Via’s youngest graduated from Helena High in 2014), 

grandfather of eight, loves Helena and recently was appointed 

State Minister for his denomination, the Presbyterian Church in 

America.  You can email him at stevebostrom@gmail.com. 

Montana, welcome to Fall.  Officially, Fall begins September 22.  I knew Fall 

was coming.  My wife wanted to head to Glacier!  How do you know Fall is in the 

air? 

 Science tells us that Fall comes when our part of the earth tilts away from 

the sun.  That’s true – but, such an observation simply deals with intriguing 

mechanics – massive though they are. 

 What if we get personal and ask: “God, why did you establish seasons?”   

Genesis 1:14 tells us: “God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the 

heavens to separate the day from the night. And let them be for signs and for 

seasons, and for days and years.”  Given that base, let’s see if we can think 

some of God’s thoughts after him regarding seasons. 

 Let’s start with the basic Hebrew word we translate as “seasons” – we also 

translate it as “to appoint” or  “to designate.”  Those are honorable words.  

“Susan was ‘appointed’ as county commissioner.”  “Jared was ‘designated’ to 

lead his company’s sales.”  Such honor applies to Fall.  God chose to set apart 

Fall as a distinct season. 

 The Hebrew word for ‘season’ also carries with it the idea of agreement.  

The prophet Amos uses our word when he asks: “ Can two walk together, except 

they ‘agree’? We are not surprised when the Bible uses our word to describe a 

betrothed couple.  Even as it takes two individuals confident in their own identity 

to truly marry, so unique Fall enthusiastically joins with the other seasons in 

making a complete year. Likewise, this word pictures people gathering together 

so they can meet with God in worship – whether in regular gatherings or in 

specially set apart “feasts of the LORD.”  Such distinguished “appointed feasts” 

were treasured.  During exile these feasts were deeply missed.   

 Now that we have a better feel for the contours of Hebrew word associated 

with the Biblical word for “seasons,” let’s bring our understanding home.   

 Imagine; God could have created the earth with no tilt - no seasons.  But 

then regions like Montana - places further from the equator - would receive less 

sunlight and be much less habitable.  Apparently, God wanted us to experience 

the grandeur of our world from the far north to the far south.  And God added 

seasons to establish and embellish earth’s general grandeur.  What a gift! 

 What if we attempt to divorce God from the seasons – what if all we see is 

the result of time and chance?  And if we deny creation, what if we go further and 

deny the love of God in Christ? In his “Chronicles of Narnia,” C.S. Lewis 

described such a godless world as one where it was “always winter but never 

Christmas.” 

C.S. Lewis notes another reason God made seasons.  In his book, “The 

Screwtape Letters,” we eavesdrop on a series of conversations between demons 

trying to outwit the Enemy (their name for God) for a man’s soul.   Screwtape 

explains: “Humans experience reality successively.  Since they need change, the 

Enemy has made change pleasurable to them, just as He has made eating 

pleasurable.  But since He does not wish them to make change an end in itself, 

He has balanced the love of change in them by a love of permanence.  He has 

contrived to gratify both tastes together by the union of change and permanence 

we call Rhythm. He gives them seasons, each season different yet every year 

the same, so that spring is always felt as a novelty yet always as the recurrence 

of an immemorial theme."   

 Well done, Lewis! We need Change, Permanence and their union, Rhythm. 

 Let’s join Lewis in being glad it's not always Fall.  Let’s also be delighted it's 

Fall now. We say, “Bring on the days when we travel to the mountains.”  As if it 

was our first time, we look forward to being startled by the aspen glow energizing 

an alpine backdrop of somber evergreens.  And when sunlight smiles through 

the clouds upon those aspens, its searing snap crackle pop ignites an 

unforgettable yellow.  What joy; it’s Fall in Montana. 

 Even as the exiles missed the feasts of the LORD, how we Montanans 

would miss our appointed seasons.  Somehow others live in places where 

seasons are not so unique. But, we Montanans love our distinctive seasons.   

 Now, stick with me as we explore a related subject. We live in a broken 

world. But, if seasons are still gifts of God, the seasons of life – despite their 

problems – have elements of blessings from God too.   

 Joe, a pastor/friend in his 60’s, recently told me that he’s been wondering 

about finishing well.  He wrote or called a number of pastors who have walked 

this road before him.  In reply, many repeated these themes: “It’s difficult to finish 

well.  People simply don’t listen to me like they used to.  My leadership is not 

respected as it once was.”   

 We wonder: “Is this bigotry against those who grow older?  What will 

address such prejudice?” Or, “How did this pastor, like many others in authority, 

fail in leadership?” 

 Joe went further and remembered the focus Ed Clowney, a prof from 

seminary days, gave to the three offices of Jesus – Prophet, Priest and King.  

Prophets focus on their message – so do many pastors.  But, what if being a 

“prophet” is not God’s purpose for some pastors as they grow old?  Kings lead – 

and often pastors do too.  Likewise, what if being a “king” is not what God has for 

some pastors as they age?  What if – for many - prophet and king are roles for 

other seasons of life?  What if God wants us to focus on being a “priest” during 

the “Fall” of our lives?  

 As Americans we like action.  We are not comfortable with priestly duties – 

especially prayer.  We forget the radical promises Jesus makes regarding 

prayer.  We forget how he prayed. 

Three years ago, I asked a dynamic businessman, a fellow Kiwanian, to 

come to my office.  I needed his feedback.  I thought he would give me a quick 

answer and be gone.  Instead, after an hour and a half, I asked if I could pray.  

We had talked about things beyond both of us.  He told me that he had walked 

away from the church 40 years ago – but, he said: “Go ahead and pray.”  Later 

that afternoon, he called and said: “Steve, I can’t get your prayer out of my head.  

Let’s meet again next week.”  Our friendship has blossomed – and so has his 

renewed relationship with God and the church. 

Recently, a man who was suicidal called.  We talked for two hours.  At the 

end I asked if we could pray.  He wanted to.  I asked if he would like to pray first.  

He did.  And, he repeated the Lord’s Prayer.  After I prayed, he said: “I didn’t 

know we could talk to God like that.” 

To whom do you go when you need prayer?  Wouldn’t you like your “priest” 

to be someone who has lived in God’s presence for decades?  To whom does a 

prophet go for prayer?  A “priest.”  To whom does a king go for prayer? A 

“priest.”  My sister-in-law, a member of Joe’s church, told me that when Joe 

needs prayer he goes to Mrs. Smartt, an 80+-year-old woman whose body has 

betrayed her – but her ability to speak to God on behalf of others is strong.  Joe 

suggested: “Why not have nursing homes populated with prayer warriors – 

where the parking lot is full of the vehicles of those who have come for prayer?”  

Fellow Kiwanians, in what season are you? God has appointed – designated 

– this time of life for you.  As the Hebrews of old cherished the “appointed 

festivals of the LORD,” may we honor our personal “season.”  And as we also 

struggle with where we are, let’s find someone who will pray for us and with us.  

For those who are in the “season of the priest,” as we hear others tell of their 

troubles, let’s ask: “May I pray for you?”  Folks may be startled.  But, even as 

glowing aspens energize somber evergreens, so the “priests of Fall” may help us 

see the radiant smile of heaven through our clouds.  Fall, what a season. 

mailto:stevebostrom@gmail.com
mailto:stevebostrom@gmail.com


An Up with People appearance 
in Billings, Montana, was so 
successful that the host—the 
Billings Kiwanis Club—is 
planning another visit in 2016. 
 
With an influx of new 
members, greater recognition 
for the club and a slew of 
volunteer hours for projects 
throughout the city, Kiwanians 
add that they learned a lot too 
from the initial Up with People 
event. Here’s their advice for 
other Kiwanis clubs looking to 
work with the Kiwanis 
International promotional 
partner. 
 

Their lessons learned in this 
project: 
1. Start early.  
2. Get every member involved.  
3. Just do it.  
 

They will be featured in the 
September 2014 issue of 
Kiwanis magazine. 

The Greeley Elementary School  began 
as a one room school house and was 
remodeled into a multi-grade 
elementary school in 1917 (see photo).  
It is now planned for renovation into a 
mixed-use apartment complex, but 
faces some major hurdles including 
asbestos clean-up. The existing gym 
would be turned into a community 
center, and the school’s playground 
would be open for public use.   
 
The vision for the playground involved 
recruiting a third party to “sponsor” the 
area. This is where the Silver Bow 
Kiwanis Club volunteered time and 
funds.  The Silver Bow Butte Club had 
already identified the grounds as in 
need of a kids play area, and partnering 
with the refurbishment would result in 
huge cost savings. Some of the 
equipment on the playground could 
stay in place and using Kiwanis 
International’s playground equipment 
program partners provides additional 
savings. 

(The arrow will open your web browser
(The arrow will open your web browser

Missoula Kiwanis first began supporting 
a park in the 1920s when it was a dump 
site.  The club members cleaned it up 
and eventually donated it to the city of 
Missoula.  It was called Kiwanis Park.   

Thirty years ago, Missoula Kiwanis built a 
wood shelter, playground and restroom 
for their namesake park, but thirty years 
had taken their toll on that park and it 
was in need of a large infusion of cash 
for refurbishment.  Missoula Kiwanis 
Club provided those funds to the tune of 
$10,000 to restore the park the bears 
their name. The monies will also see that 
structures are Americans with Disabilities 
accessible, safe and more efficient to 
maintain. 

“Over the years, we’ve continued to 
support this park that bears our name by 
helping with landscaping and cleaning 
and painting this structure behind us,” 
Mendenhall said. “So we are very 
grateful for this opportunity to continue 
that tradition of support.” 

Kiwanis parks is one of the most rented 
parks in the city. 

(The arrow will open your web browser

Kalispell Kiwanis Club Lodge is being used by local youth 
groups and bringing smiles to their faces.  A special Thank 
You to the Kiwanis Foundation for the grant money to 
help make improvements on the Lodge, as you can see the 
money is being well spent. 

From their Thank You letter:  “Thanks to the Kiwanis 
Club members for letting Liv's 4H Club enjoy the lake 
and lodge last weekend.  Saturday was the annual 
Project Tour day, where we drive to each  member's 
house and they show us their 4H projects. We saw arts 
and crafts, bunnies, a gecko, horses, and pigs.. and 
then had a picnic at the Lodge and the kids enjoyed the 
90+ temps with a fun afternoon of jumping off the 
dock and swimming.  We had a BLAST!  Thank You!!” 

http://www.kiwanis.org/kiwanis/stories/headlines/kiwanis/2014/08/20/up-and-up-again
http://mtstandard.com/news/local/greeley-school-apartment-plans-moving-forward/article_ab79bbc2-f5e7-5076-a795-0b36cd870bf1.html
http://missoulian.com/news/local/missoula-kiwanis-club-donates-k-to-refurbish-namesake-park/article_9d86dc8c-3854-11e4-afd7-0019bb2963f4.html


New Member 

Kiwanis Builders Club is the largest service-learning 
organization for middle school and junior high 
students (ages 12-14) in the world. There are more 
than 40,000 members world-wide now after being 
chartered in 1975. 

Builders Club members are a perfect fit in the Kiwanis 
Service Leadership Program.  They have time to help 
in most community activities where they learn 
hands-on leadership skills through service to others. 
Their energy often outshines adults, and they have a 
“can-do” attitude. 

Kiwanis International provides programs, literature 
and assistance to Builders club advisors. 

Builders Club members are members of the Kiwanis 
Family.  With a positive experience at the Middle 
School level it is only natural that they will want to 
continue their Kiwanis affiliation. 

If you have a Builders Club, make sure everyone 
knows. Keep your Kiwanis Club involved with your 
Builders Club and keep your Builders Club involved 
with Kiwanis. 

The cost for start-up for a Builders Club is $460.00, 
and is paid by the sponsoring Kiwanis Club at charter 
time. The $460.00 provides the members’ first year 
dues, membership pins and cards, handbooks, 
certificates, and a club banner, gong and gavel. Other 
options are available with $200.00 being the least 
cost.  

Yearly club dues after the charter year is $150.00. 
This is a small investment for so much return. 

Builders Clubs provide lifelong friendships, self-
esteem, personal values and relational involvements 
at a critical time in students’ lives.  

For information, help in getting started  
or to help with a present club, contact: 

Everett Jones, Builders Club Adm. 
3027 Morledge St. 
Billings, MT 59102 
(H) 406-259-6672  -  (C) 406-839-7297 
E-Mail: candejon@gmail.com 
Home Club: Billings Golden K Kiwanis 

William Evans Helena Division 9 

David Maries Missoula-Sentinel Division 1 

Sheila Cole Billings Division 4 

Bonnie Rate Headwaters Division 6 

Jacob Horn Kalispell Division 8 

Richard Wilson Kalispell Division 8 

Douglas Ingraham Silver Bow, Butte Division 3 

Welcome for the first 

time or Welcome Back! 

Meet Your 2014 – 2015 

Montana District Leadership 

Governor Alida Wright 

Immediate Past Governor 
Mike Miller 

Governor Elect Bill Jones 

Sec/Treas Mary Brydich 

Admin Sec Roger Baker 

Lt. Gov Div 1 – Michelle 
Wheeler 

Lt. Gov Div 2 – Lorraine 
Jacobs 

Lt. Gov Div 3 – Jim Greene 

Lt. Gov Div 4 – Robert 
Keene 

Lt. Gov Div 5 – Chuck 
Rushing 

Lt. Gov Div 6 – Amber Guth 

Lt. Gov Div 7 – Charles 
Wilson 

Lt. Gov Div 8 – Barbara 
Monaco 

Lt. Gov Div 9 – K’Lynn Sloan 
Harris 

mailto:candejon@gmail.com


Missoula Sentinel 
Mucker’s Run 
As a club fundraiser, the Missoula Sentinal 
members volunteered to park cars at the 
Montana Mucker’s Run.   

Western Montana Fair 
Missoula Sentinel served their community by 
volunteering for shifts at the Western Montana 
Fair.  They stood vigil at the Main Gate, Dairy 
Gate, and at the Fire Watch station. 

Bitter Root Valley, Hamilton 
Kiwanis Soccer 
The Bitter Root Valley Kiwanis club sponsors 
and volunteers the Elementary Soccer League.  
What a great way to obtain exposure in your 
local community!   

Miles City 
Adopt-A-Spot 
The Miles City Kiwanis club adopted Milwaukee Park 
and provided the elbow grease (trash, mowing, 
pruning, and sign installation)  to make it a beautiful 
spot once again.    

Silver Bow Butte 
Vigilante Rodeo & Outdoor Family Concert 
Silver Bow  Butte parked 
cars for the Vigilante Rodeo 
and also served popsicles  
to the kids attending  
the Butte Public Library's  
"Outdoor Family Concert"  

Great Falls 

Capital City & Helena 
Steak Sandwiches At The Fair 

Lookin’ 
Sharp 

In Those 
Shirts! 

Loren 93 & Dean 5 Mths. 

Billings Golden K 
Head Start Caps & Mittens 
With those colder 
temperatures, the Head Start 
kids are in need  of caps and 
mittens.   They 
are still collecting 
if you have some! 



Interclub Boating Trip 

Division 8 hosted an interclub event 
at  Flathead Lake on June 22nd. When 
this event first started, it was a 
little  joint Division meeting with 
Divisions 8 and 1.  Now, one hundred 
eight (108) members and guests later 
ALL over the state of Montana 
attend!!  Kiwanis took off boating on 
the Shadow tour boat in Polson.  The 
day was perfect and the company was 
incredible with all of those wonderful 
Kiwanians there was nothing but fun, 
laughs, fellowship and a great event 
was had by all.  After the boat trip, 
the Polson Club hosted a 
barbeque  for everyone at Kiwanis 
members Lou and Iren Marchello’s 
Lake place. 

To top it off a donation of $300 was 
made to the Eliminate Project . 

WE Kiwanians know how to have fun! 

Movies In The Park 
Still feeding hungry movie 
goers. 

ZOOtoberFEST 
Billings Kiwanis was a major sponsor of 
the ZOOtoberFEST day at the zoo.  They 
also had a booth and ran concessions.  
There were some typical Octoberfest 
activities, but also many family friendly 
ways to experience the zoo while at the 
same time gave Billings Kiwanis some 
community exposure.   

Billings 

Pancake Breakfasts 

If you want fantastic pancakes, then you 
really need to interclub in Division 7.  
Glasgow Club held their pancake Breakfast 
Saturday September 13th  in conjunction 
with the Homecoming Festival weekend 
compete with Saskatoon Canada Police 
Pipe band and a pub crawl.    

Havre Club held their pancake Breakfast 
Friday September 19th in conjunction with 
Havre Festival Days.  It was the 32nd year of 
Havre Festival days complete with 
collectors, quilts and parades.   

Lt. Governor Charles Wilson visits Malta, 
Glasgow, and Havre to present on the 
Kiwanis International Convention in Japan. 

Glasgow, Havre, and Malta Kiwanis 



Montana District Coordinator 
The Eliminate Project 

406-443-0552 
Edmangis-kiwanis@hotmail.com 

                         Momentum IS building!!! 

The numbers are changing so fast, I can’t keep up with them.  I am sure that when you read this column, 
the numbers will be even better.  We are well past the halfway mark, so are starting to advertise not the 
amount raised but the amount remaining (although for the curious you can just subtract the amount 
remaining from $110,000,000).  The latest number was $37,500,000 needed to EliMiNaTeing Maternal 
Neo-natal Tetanus from the face of the world. 

Of course, that is not true as we will have just received pledges for monies that will be paid in over a five 
year period.  But, hopefully, by the end of September 2015 we will be able to transition from soliciting 
pledges to helping people/clubs raise the funds to meet their pledges. 

Montana has been caught up in the movement as well.  Again so many pledges and gifts are enroute to 
International that it is hard to be precise, but I calculate we are around $257,000 given/pledged to 
date!!!   That is just under 143,000 women and all the children born in the next decade protected from the 
hideous death by tetanus contracted during child birth!  That, my friends, is changing the world big-time! 

The challenge remaining is for Kiwanis to raise the remaining $37.5 million with Montana raising $390,000 
in the next year.  Not an easy task, but with the way things are going, it is doable.  In Montana, when 
Kiwanis sets its mind on a goal, it just happens.  We just need to make up our mind to do so.  A BIG thanks 
to the Butte Silver Bow and Helena Cubs for their Model Club Pledge, and to the Tombstone Club which 
has a Gold level pledge - $1,250 per member.  These are truly leaders in the District! 

SOME IDEAS: 

Look at the amount needed to have your club be a Model Club - $750 per member.  This is reduced by 
what you have already given/pledged plus any matching funds with which we can come up.  The next four 
Clubs that pledge at the Model level will have $1,000 from the Montana Foundation paid in their 
name.  Divide the remainder by five and you have the annual amount.  Can you do it?  Will you? 

For those clubs that feel the Model Level is really out of reach, look at the “Fair Share” level - $478 per 
member.  Again that is over the next five years.  Clubs that will pledge at this level will be at the Silver 
Award Level. 

We have clubs that are challenging other clubs to pledge at a specific level.  Look for another club that 
needs to raise about the amount you need to and send them a challenge.  We might as well have fun. 

Who in your community has deep pockets and a big heart for the kids?  Gifts of $5,000, or $25,000 or 
$100,000 make large pledges much easier to attain.  You can also use these large gifts as a match for funds 
the club or individuals pledge/give. 

Use Zeller Awards ($1,250 given or pledged over the next two years) to recognize people.  Outgoing Club 
Presidents have a special Zeller medal.  Recognizing community leaders in working with Kids is a great thing 
– plus it gets good publicity and should make recruiting new members easier. 

Zellers also make great Christmas and Mother’s Day presents.  What better way to honor a Mother than 
protecting 695 women in her name? 

The range of ideas clubs are using to raise money is a legion.  But then, who can better raise money for 
children than Kiwanis?  Pancake breakfasts, golf tournaments, pocket change cans, boat tours, auctions, 
garage sales, Walk-a-thons, the list is endless.  But then, like I said, when Kiwanis makes its mind up to help 
kids….. 

I am asking every club and every Montana Kiwanian to seriously consider how much they would like to give 
to the EliMiNaTe  Project.  And then pledge that amount.  We can work out projects for you to raise the 
funds later.  Second, please keep the EliMiNaTe  Project on the front burner in your club and with people 
you know.  Third, pass on good ideas on fund raising to Dave Curry or me so we can get them to everyone. 

Finally, get excited!  This is the opportunity of a lifetime to save millions of lives and change the face of the 
world.  This is one of the largest chances we have to fill the “I need to serve the children of the world” hole 
that is in each of our hearts.  This is a huge opportunity to show people what we can do – and encourage 
them to join us. 

Don’t procrastinate!  Like someone said, “This is urgent!  Millions of women are fearfully watching 

to see who wins the race – Kiwanis or the grim reaper!” 

Thanks for all each of you have 
done for the children and our 
communities through Kiwanis. 

Ed Mangis 

Photos courtesy of the  
Malaysia District Of Kiwanis,  

taken in Indonesia at Kiwanis/UNICEF 
delivered MNT vaccinations. 



Wow!!  You guys and gals are still showing positive numbers through the 
September report.   Alright! 

September is here, but we are hoping the trend continues.   We will soon 
know. 

Remember,  your club now has a powerful tool available to assist with 
your efforts to provide even more service to our kids! Encourage your club 
leaders to reach out to the M o n t a n a  Fo r m u l a  Te a m  to develop your 
plans for 2014/15.   Now is the time and the following list gives the 
Montana Formula team members for your division.  

Glen and Chuck 

Co Chairs 

The Formula team is ready to have an impact, but your club needs to take 
the next step.   Let’s do it together now! 

DIVISION 1 
Lt Gov (LG) Michele Wheeler 
Club Counselors (CC) Sherri 
Munther and Al Hill 
Club Opener (CO) Glen Wheeler 

DIVISION 2 
LG Lorraine Jacobson 
CC Leesha Ford 

DIVISION 3 
LG Jim Greene 
CC Lee Miller 
CO Cathy Tutty 

DIVISION 4 
LG Bob Keene, 
CC Scott Atwood, 
CO Hans Abbey  

DIVISION 5 
LG Chuck Rushing  

DIVISION 6 
LG Amber Guth 
CCs  Ron Fisher,  Bill Jones,  and 
Kathy McDonald  

DIVISION 7 
LG and CC Charles  Wilson  

DIVISION 8 
LG Barbara Monaco 
CO Rick Cunningham 
CC Alida Wright 

DIVISION 9 
LG K’Lynn Sloan, 
COs Chuck Amdahl,  Ed Mangis,  
and Bob Werner 
CCs Judy Rolfe and Anne 
Pichette 



Yes 
77.4% 

No 9.7% 

Sometimes 
12.9% 

Do you read the Montana 
District K-Span? 

From the “no” answers:   
• 50% want a hard copy 
• 16% don’t have internet 
• 16% were not aware of it 
• 16% don’t care 

Monthly, 
13% 

Bi-Monthly, 
74% 

Quarterly, 
6% 

Bi-Annual, 
0% 

Yearly, 0% 

Never, 6% 

How often should the  
K-Span be published? 

Facebook 
and Twitter, 

32% 

Facebook 
Only, 26% 

Don't Care, 
32% 

Other: 
Pinterest, 

3% 

What is Social 
Media?, 6% 

Montana District of Kiwanis  
Social Media Presence 

23% 

30% 

37% 

40% 

50% 

50% 

50% 

50% 

53% 

53% 

70% 

80% 

83% 

87% 

90% 

93% 
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Articles from Kiwanis International 

Occasional Free Contest 

Status of Club Monthly Reporting 

Major projects from other districts 

More Photos 

Major projects from sister districts 

Decseaded Notification/ Obituaries 

Notable Guest Speaker Ideas 

Spitual Aims Articles 

Get To Know A Member 

Membership Growth Articles 

New Members Welcome 

Governor's Letter 

Highlighted Division Updates 

District Events 

Highlighted Club Projects 

Other Comments: 
•Condensed Version, Make It Shorter, Etc... 
•Ability to skim or scroll with links 
•More information provided from the clubs themselves 
•Success Story and Best Practice Articles with contact information for those 
who organized the event:  Fundraising, Guest Speakers, Service Projects, Local 
Youth Stories  
•K-Span needs a better distribution system 
•The membership and eliminate articles need to be less repetitive 
•Don’t overload with photos 

These are preliminary results as the survey has also been sent to clubs.   
We would appreciate your feedback by taking the on-line survey at this link: 

Click Here To Submit On-Line Survey Feedback 

Deceased  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/CTSQGHY
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/CTSQGHY
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/CTSQGHY

